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So last year
Aside from trying to keep ourselves and those around us healthy and 

sane, the past few challenging months have presented themselves as 

an opportunity for introspection, critical evaluation and problem solving. 

As Duke Ellington once said… “A problem is a chance for you to do your 

best.’  

Our team have taken this opportunity head on, building upon and nurturing 

long-standing relationships with clients and collaborators, and each one 

of our highly professional and personable team members continue to be 

the key to our company’s success.  

Applying our proven track record of adding real value through high-

quality, cost-effective design, we continue to work with our valued clients 

and trusted consultant teams on the delivery of numerous projects 

across different sectors, ranging from winning the WhatHouse 2020 “Best 

Sustainable Development” Award for our Passivhaus homes in Kent to 

completing Pret A Manger’s flagship store in Heathrow Terminal 2. 

This end of year review is a brief snapshot of what we have been up to 

in 2020. We hope you enjoy reading it and invite you to look in further 

detail at any projects you find of interest on our website. Or pick up the 

phone and give us a call! 

2020

https://www.io-a.com/projects/clubrooms-lounge-birmingham-2/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/bne/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/georgewesthouse/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/listed-terrace-refurbishment-extension/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/kilburn-apartments/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/clubrooms-lounge-birmingham-2/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/unique-apartment-refurbishment-2/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/listed-terrace-refurbishment-extension/
https://www.io-a.com/clients/
https://www.io-a.com/who-we-are/
https://www.io-a.com/
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We want to say a huge well done to our client Gold Property 

Developments Ltd who won the Most Sustainable development Award at 

the WhatHouse? 2020, for our project Fairbrook Grove – A Passivhaus 

Woodland Community.  The landscape led Passivhaus development, 

which is due for completion in early 2021, was praised by the judges 

for its commitment to creating outstanding, sustainable dwellings. The 

judges report commented. 

“This development by Gold Property Developments is exemplary for 

a number of reasons. The developer and its architect, InsideOut has 

put in the effort where it matters most, the basic fabric of the building, 

which, when completed, will meet the exemplary Passivhaus standard. 

In addition, the design of the homes is of the highest quality, and a lot 

of consideration has gone into the typologies to ensure that they are 

appealing to customers, without having a large negative impact on the 

planet.”   

A development with landscape and community at its core, InsideOut 

designed Fairbrook Grove in such a way that all properties open into 

a communal central woodland – a place for children to play and 

a community to thrive.  Speaking about the award, Gold Property 

Developments Managing Director, Philip Todd commented. 

“Winning Gold for the Best Sustainable Development category in the 

What House Award’s is an enormous achievement that we are extremely 

proud of. Especially as the future of sustainable housing is something 

that we are all very passionate about. It has been a privilege to be 

involved with InsideOut Architecture and their incredible design for 

the 14 Passivhaus units at Faversham. The homes are built with natural 

materials, are incredibly energy efficient, south facing and are perfect for 

those families yearning to be in touch with nature.” 

 

Fairbrook Grove Wins The Best Sustainable 
Development at the WhatHouse Awards

By Bianca Valido Leach 
and Chris Parker

https://www.io-a.com/projects/passivhaus-woodland-community/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/passivhaus-woodland-community/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/passivhaus-woodland-community/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/passivhaus-woodland-community/
https://www.io-a.com/people/chris-parker/
https://www.io-a.com/people/bianca-valido-leach/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/listed-terrace-refurbishment-extension/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/passivhaus-woodland-community/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/passivhaus-woodland-community/
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Concluding a 2-year collaborative planning process that included 

multiple pre-application meetings, a Design South East review and a 

public consultation, our landscape-led scheme of 72 new homes in 

Saltdean, East Sussex was approved at Committee in December 2020.   

The site was purchased by our client with outline permission for 60 

homes. InsideOut, working closely with them, developed a scheme with 

a 20% increase in units and a 167% increase in ecological habitat areas 

by increasing the density of the housing to release land for communal 

amenity and ecological enhancements.   

Our starting point was the site’s location at the threshold of Saltdean 

and the South Downs, and the historic use as a farm. We wanted 

to avoid the sprawl of a typical suburban housing estate and 

proposed a site-specific, community focussed scheme which placed 

people above vehicles and had a strong emphasis on public realm.   

Due to its siting, landscape impact was a key consideration that was 

addressed through a carefully considered site layout, vernacular building 

types, comprehensive landscaping and biodiversity strategy, and locally 

inspired materials. 

The layout comprises large areas of shared space, carefully 

designed to ensure the needs of pedestrians, vehicles and disabled 

users are balanced and met. Unlike traditional roads, these 

shared circulation spaces provide extra amenity and allow densification 

so that a large part of the site can be dedicated to a naturally 

landscaped “Common”.   

The residential buildings are designed as a response to the 

existing farmstead use of the site and the South Downs vernacular. Long 

barn-like buildings are clustered around yards in the northern tip of the 

site adjacent to the National Park, whilst detached and semi-detached 

dwellings knit into, and extend, the existing suburban grain of the area.   

Coombe Farm is InsideOut’s largest project with Gold Property 

Developments to date and marks a milestone in our master 

planning portfolio. Close collaboration with the client and contractor 

from the outset has enabled an economical and buildable scheme 

which has served to maximise the potential of the site, whilst ensuring 

ecological, social and landscaping aspects are enhanced. InsideOut are 

now developing the technical design package, with works programmed 

to begin on site in Spring 2021.  

Planning Approved 
for 72 Homes on Coombe Farm

By James Barrett
and Andrea Koerner

https://www.io-a.com/people/james-barrett/
https://www.io-a.com/people/Andrea/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/farmstead-2/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/farmstead-2/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/farmstead-2/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/farmstead-2/
https://www.io-a.com/landscapeperspective/
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The first quarter in 2020 saw the completion of our Knollys Road 

scheme in which we have unlocked the potential of a complex sloping 

site in Tulse Hill, south-east London, to deliver a bold contemporary 

residential development of 22 homes. The efficient high-density scheme 

challenges the site topography to create a new raised ‘ground’ which 

maximises the amount of private and communal open space, while 

providing a mix of high-quality spacious accommodation, including 

apartments, duplexes and mews houses.  

InsideOut were appointed by a long-term developer / contractor Client 

to optimise the potential of an underutilised narrow sloping site of 0.15 

hectares, situated in a suburban street containing an eclectic mixture of 

period houses and disparate post-war developments.  

Planning permission was obtained in 2016 for a scheme of 19 

apartments and 3 mews houses. The bulk of the accommodation lies in 

an efficient “cube” shaped block positioned next to the street and sunk 

into the sloping site, allowing it to blend seamlessly into the immediate 

residential context.   

The material palette respects the local context while adding some 

vibrancy amid the neighbouring housing schemes. The simple 

architectural forms are enhanced with high-quality textured brickwork 

which provides a material tactility to the simplicity. In playful contrast, 

offset and oversized windows with exaggerated splayed metal reveals 

animate the façade, while large recessed balconies located at the 

corners lighten the volume allowing daylight to spill into the depths of 

the apartments.   

Knollys Road Apartments and Mews 
Completes On Site

By Anthony Hall
and Daniel Stern

https://www.io-a.com/projects/knollysroad/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/knollysroad/
https://www.io-a.com/people/anthony-hall/\
https://www.io-a.com/people/daniel-stern/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/knollysroad/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/knollysroad/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/knollysroad/


Page 10 Page 11

We were delighted this year to be selected to design the Networking 

Lounge for the Sleep Eat Exhibition - Europe’s leading design & 

innovation event for the hospitality sector. This being 2020, we needed 

to pivot part way through the design process and move to a virtual 

event. Unfortunately, this meant disappointing some of our supply chain 

partners, who had been excited by the opportunity of showcasing their 

products within our design but did mean we were able to involve our 

long-standing collaborators from Fumo Studio, who did an amazing job 

of moving the whole exhibition into the Virtual world. 

As the Exhibition became a virtual event, it enabled us to spend more 

time on the thought process, and less on the delivery. The brief for this 

year’s Sleep & Eat event was to design a networking lounge within the 

overarching concept of “Hospitality Design 2035”, with a focus on how 

Generation Z will network in the future. InsideOut, working with our 

international partners Between Communications & Design, undertook a 

generational survey to better understand inter-generational differences, 

and used this research to inform design features within the lounge. Our 

approach was focused on encompassing everything Generation Z, as 

well as Generation C and Millennials, would expect a networking lounge 

to be in 2035.   

The etymology of the term ‘network’ stems from the words ‘net’ and 

‘work’, at the time meaning ‘the weave of various craft and skills’ - which 

seems to be a great tag line for our industry. Networking in practice 

though is about connecting people with people, people with ideas, and 

people with opportunities, so it also seemed particularly apt that we 

were able to offer work experience on this project to a student with the 

Paradigm Network - who aim to increase Black and Asian representation 

within the built environment. Some interesting thought pieces relating to 

different aspects of our research are available in the Journal section of 

our website if you need some bedtime reading. 

Sleep, Eat, Repeat!
The Virtual Networking Lounge

By Andy Min Lee
and Jack Hoe

https://www.io-a.com/thenetworkgeneration/
https://www.io-a.com/people/jack-hoe/
https://www.io-a.com/people/philip-russell/
https://www.io-a.com/sustainablesuppliers/
https://www.io-a.com/thenetworkgeneration/
https://www.io-a.com/journal/
https://www.io-a.com/networkinglounge/
https://www.io-a.com/powerofnetworking/
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InsideOut were trusted with the opportunity to design and deliver a Pret 

A Manger flagship store uniquely identifiable to Heathrow Terminal 2 - 

one of the world’s busiest airports.  

The original store layout was laid out more as a café, taking no account 

of the high footfall and need for fast and efficient takeaway service, 

separate from a comfortable seating area for longer dwell times. Working 

closely with Pret’s inhouse design team, we transformed the space into 

an open and spacious dining environment. The existing shopfront was 

opened up across its entire width to create inviting sightlines and to 

accommodate peak customer flow. 

We bookended the key customer touch points of product pick up and 

sales, opening up the central shopfront for an eye-catching bespoke 

joinery installation to welcome in guests.  A sweeping seating feature 

informs intuitive customer flow, displays merchandise and offers a 

‘quick touchdown’ for those heading for the boarding gates. A dropped 

bulkhead towards the rear of the space leads you to comfort seating, 

where sinuous banquettes washed in Pret’s long lost secondary colour 

palette of playful pastels line the perimeter to provide more privacy to 

individuals and groups.    

This project was an absolute pleasure to work on, and the result is one 

that all the project team are incredibly proud of. We sincerely hope you 

all get to see it when flying out on your next holiday (remember those?). 

 

Pret A Manger 
London Heathrow Terminal 2

By Philip Russell
and Marianna Ntalipi

https://www.io-a.com/projects/?type=aviation
https://www.io-a.com/people/marianna-ntalipi/
https://www.io-a.com/people/philip-russell/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/prett2/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/prett2/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/prett2/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/prett2/
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InsideOut in Conversation:
Collaborative Change Webinar

Architecture has the power to promote change and within the context 

of the Climate Emergency we are facing, this could not be more 

important. It takes the dedication and hard work of an entire team of 

clients, consultants and contractors to deliver a project - especially one 

that seeks to move away from the conventional in pursuit of a more 

sustainable future.  

Over the last few years InsideOut have been working on an innovative 

development of 14 homes in Kent designed to the Passivhaus standard, 

which once complete will be one of the UK’s first privately funded 

multi-residential developments of its kind. The project quietly challenges 

convention resulting in the provision of green roads, a new community 

woodland, off grid sustainable drainage, as well as achieving Passivhaus 

certification whilst using traditional construction methods.  

As part of InsideOut’s Sustainability month in June 2020, we hosted a 

Webinar with our client and consultant team on the project to celebrate 

collaboration and hear insights from the key members of the project 

team about the successes and challenges that arose, alongside a debate 

on the future of sustainable homes and development. 

By Bianca Valido Leach 
and Anthony Hall

https://www.io-a.com/people/anthony-hall/\
https://www.io-a.com/ccw/
https://www.io-a.com/ccw/
https://www.io-a.com/people/bianca-valido-leach/
https://www.io-a.com/sustainablemasterplanning/
https://www.io-a.com/projects/?type=masterplanning
https://www.io-a.com/futurehomes/
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InsideOut, 
6-8 Cole Street, London SE1 4YH.

 +44 (0)20 7367 6831


